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WHAT IS REACH AUTHORISATION?

Lead Association

EU regulatory process designed to “progressively replace Substances of Very High Concern” (SVHCs) by suitable
alternative substances or technologies where economically and technically viable”

Inclusion of a substance iIn REACH Annex XIV means that:

* Atransition period will apply
* Companies need to apply to the European Commission and be granted permission to continue use

* No suitable alternative substance or technology available, and

* Research and development plan in place to identify suitable alternative, and

* Positive socio-economic cost-benefit -

* Authorisation is time-limited: companies need to reapply

* Articles made outside the EU can still be imported, unless restricted

Authorisation listing applies regulatory pressure on continued use of a substance. It increases uncertainty and risk for downstream users

* Designed to stimulate substitution and innovation: identify alternative substances in processes or use an alternative technology that
does not contain the SVHC
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Step 1

Substances of very high concern (SV

Registry of SVHC intentions until outcome

Preparing the SVHC dossier
Public consultation

Adding substances to the Candidate Lis

REGULATORY PROCESS — AND STATUS OF LEAD

Recommendation for inclusion in
the Authorisation List

Prioritisation
Draft recommendation

Consultation
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Step 3
Inclusion in REACH Annex XIV

Commission draft regulation

Interservice consultation

REACH Committee vote

Scrutiny by European Parliament and Council
Regulation amending Annex XIV published

Step 4
Application for Authorisation

Application for Authorisation

Public consultation

RAC and SEAC opinions

Commission decision (REACH Committee vote)
Implementation

Review report, if wishing to renew Authorisation



ECHA Recommendation issued to European
Commission April 2023

REACH Revision tabled 2H 2023
European Parliament elections 1H 2024
Influence of geopolitical events
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INDUSTRY’S RESPONSE TO THE CHALLENGE

Lead Association

Aim: Lead metal is not included in REACH Annex XIV

* Adoption of alternative risk management measures that do not negatively impact battery and other critical uses, ensuring policymakers:
* Recognise the societal and economic benefits of a strategically autonomous, key raw material
* Work with Industry to identify and use more effective and proportionate measures

* Appreciate the unprecedented number of Applications for Authorisation that would be submitted
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And thera are egually unpalatable consaguences for the regulator. The complexity of existing value chains
meaans that inclusion of lsad metal in REAGH Annex XIV would result in an unprecadented number — many
thousands — of lications for Authorisation which would swamp ECHA and its committess, and the

Commission's own REACH Committes and its decision-making process.

STATEMENT FOLLOWING ECHA 1T RECOMMENDATION

Industry and regulators makes no sense, especially considering the ongoing review of the REACH
regulation that is designed to makea it more efficient.

We therefore urge the Commission to reject ECHA's recommendation, support EU businesses and continue
dizcussions on what could be a more seffective and proportionats risk managemant maasure to addrass any

rogressing the European Chemicals Agency's (ECHA) recommendation to include lead metal in the residual concarns with lead sxposuras.

REACH Authorization List would have severs consequencss for a broad range of strategically important
European i s and applicati — i i non-ferrous metals manufacturing, lead battery Statement issued on behalf of the International Lead Association and the REACH Consortium,
production, automotive, machinery and ical engineering i jos, the marine sector, asronautics, reprasenting companies in the lead and lead valus chain.

space, and defence, healthcare, clean energy — including solar, nuclear and offshore wind — the use of lead
in the shielding of ionising radiation, to protect workers, patients, and members of the public, as an alloying
agent, and many more for which lsad iz an sssential raw material that does not have any tachnical or socio-

lly viable aitenai @ropacable wwmeTaLLE | | GLENCORE

In many economically and socially important applications the use of lead is not only unavoidable it is
ial and ivaly Many products and applications that rely on lead underpin the EU's
policy objectives for the twin transitions and for a strategically autonomous, sustainabls futurs. : ) i ol e‘ PENOX m

Lead is a raw material that plays a key role in transportation, electrification, technological diversity, green
energy and supply chain security, and 1o achieving recycling targets. In being sourced predominantly from
the recycling of EU waste products it is ically 1ous and red the nead to seek critical raw e ZINC international
materials from other regions, virtually sliminating any supply chain risks. Lead metallurgy is key to urban Zinc association
mining and the Circular Ecomomy philosophy, and the EU's lead production and recycling technology is

world lsading. In short, lead plays a significant role in the EU industrial economy.

ELBAT ASD.
A move to include lead in the REACH Authorization List will have the very real effect of stifling innovation A EUROSPACE
and withdrawing investment from thosa critical EU Industrias that still rely on its use.

T : R ASSOMET EUROFER
to manage risk to human health and the environment. ECHA itself has acknowledged that the minimum = I‘E A m-
requirements to protect worker health appear to be ssat via the binding limit values for lead, with more

stringent values already anticipated under the Carcinogens, Mutagens and Reprotoxic Substances
Directive. Moraover, a broad range of product and end-of-life restrictions already strictly regulates the use m——— T B IMAT oy

And for what benefit? The EU already has a comprehensive framework of lead-specific legislation designed

i of lead in automotive vehicles, electronics, consumer goods, and more — usas which represent 80+% of the
EUTUDEBH ParllamenT volume of lsad used in tha EU.™ And data shows that the majority of industrial emissions of lead now result
ﬁnmmﬁvﬁiusMamNOTinmofmmmmm

REACH Authorisation Listing for lead will simply add unnecessary bursaucratic burdan, block investmant = i A ‘
and is not the best option to improve risk management, stimulate faster substitution, or reduce exposura. It eI Steelts
would do little more than create inty which 1 the ial viability of successful European

[ It effectively the productivity and competitivensss of successful EU value chains,
potentially opening the door to non-EU competitors that will continue to use lead to manufacture products
that still have a societal nead.
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[1] intemnational Lead Association, First Uses of Lead Metal in the EU.
[2] Arche Consulting Lid, Pb Emission inwentory for the Environment.
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INCREASING THE REACH
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Lead Matters

Europe is preparing to transform its economy into a low-carbon, high growth global
powerhouse. Innovative companies will be encouraged to grow in a business-friendly single
market where existing and new generations of employees adopt skills fit for the fourth
industrial revolution.
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The critical transition to a carbon neutral Europe will be

/ achievable only with sufficient amounts of non-ferrous metals,
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FIND OUT MORE
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Lead batteries enable an energy-

efficient, decarbonised transport 6. ®
" sector Europe’s battery industry How higher ambitions for Securing the future safe Combining knowledge
Circular economy Fact of the day; over 90% of the g|oba| Uninterrupted Power SUpp|y (UPS) market demands clarity and decarbonisation leads to use of lead Is key to from Industry and
. . y consistency from Innovation in the battery ensure Europe remains a research: the key to
uses #lead #batteries. Computers, telecommunications platforms, and data regulators separator Industry centre of excellence In Europe’s lead battery
Metals are inherently permanent materials which do not lose - - . . . Or Mare Zosstner W 09 2002 Reme Schwaader | Jne D0 1022 circular economy Innovation
) centres rely on UPS to function continuously. More here: https://bit.ly/3mevivp Skt Nidigs | Wi 13:3801 Seghiagisto

The EU is a world leader in the circular economy of metals, with -
- - -

With vehicies more than 30% of In Europe", the transition to an energy efficlent, decarbonised
transport sector is central to achieving Europe’s cimate change targets. The publication of the EU's Energy Union Strategy in 2015*
provided a framework for multiple subsequent EU policies and initiatives to deliver transport decarbonisation for Europe. Lead
batteries are a critical to achieving this ambitious target.

-

state-of-the-art recycling facilities able to recover over 20
metals from scrap. Lead is a key enabler of metals recycling ir
Europe

As the technology behind ‘start-stop’ micro-hybrid vehicles, lead batteries are
delivering up to 10% CO, savings’ in a highly cost-effective manner. In fact, they are
FIND OUT MORE an essential onboard component in mild-hybrid, full-hybrid and electric vehicies
(EVs) and can also be installed in EV charging stations to improve their efficiency.

They also support the energy storage and distribution network, storing the
renewable energy that will increasingly power EVs.

Pinned Tweet

Charge The Future @ChargeTheFuture - 5h
As we mark @mobilityweek, clean transport and power solutions are
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Through their extensive use in electric fork bt trucks and other industrial vehicles,
Iead batterles are also supporting &-mobility in vehicles.

More ‘feminist diplomacy' will improve gender equality, says French minister powersd by eusaciv rance Ul

important now more than ever. #Lead #batteries play a crucial role in
enabling #cleanmobility and motive power applications. Karsten Kurz,

@ExideTech expands on #ChargetheFuture: bit.ly/3zb5uMR European Chemicals Agency Targets Critical Battery Raw Material

DISCLAIMER: All opinions in this column reflect the views of the author(s), not of EURACTIV Media network.
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How lead batteries support the transition to an
energy-efficient, decarbonised transport sector
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Directar of Environmental Affalrs Europe,
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NHx8prtdfHU&t=18s

WHAT’S THE
OUTLOOK?
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* Reassurance — for now — but no certainty

* Once recommended, always eligible

* Under constant review
* Political climate post-election
* Changes via REACH Revision

* Member State and Commission activity

» Maintain watching brief
> Continue to educate and inform

» Ready to act further where needed

Chemicals management

under the CSS and Zero
Pollution Ambition Z ;

i i Proportionality,
effectiveness, and Better

Regulation

WHY ECHA’S RECOMMENDATION SHOULD BE REJECTED?

We believe the Commission should reject ECHA’s recommendation to include lead metal in the REACH
Authorisation List because it would:

1. Hamper the EU’s ability to achieve key policy objectives, including climate change goals as well
as supporting strategically autonomous and essential industrial infrastructure

2. Reduce Europe’s resilience to geopolitical events by increasing its reliance on Third Countries with lower
environmental and social standards

3. Threaten skilled jobs and future growth opportunities across multiple Member States
4. Lack proportionality given the existing framework of legislation and ongoing reviews
5. Resultin thousands of Applications for Authorisation without benefit to human health

6. Stifle innovation and long-term investment in the EU, even in applications with good growth potential
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Thank You!
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International Lead Association: Charge the Future:
www.lla-lead.org/ www.chargethefuture.org/
Twitter: @ila_lead Twitter: @ChargeTheFuture

LinkedIn: International Lead Association LinkedIn: Charge the Future
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L ead Matters:
www.leadmatters.orq/
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